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rom October 2-4, 2020, the American Institute for Economic Research

hosted a small conference for scientists to discuss the Covid-19

lockdowns. Just four days later, Dr. Francis Collins, the retiring Director of the

National Institutes of Health (NIH), would call the three of the scientists in

attendance “fringe epidemiologists,” in a directive he sent to Anthony Fauci

and other senior staff of his agency. They were “fringe epidemiologists”

because they had the temerity to ask whether the lockdowns of 2020 were

effective. Those three, Martin Kulldorff of Harvard, Sunetra Gupta of Oxford,

and Jay Bhattacharya of Stanford were simply doing what any good scientist

would do: They were following the evidence.

They wrote the Great Barrington Declaration [GBD] as they parted company at

AIER, posting it (https://gbdeclaration.org/) for all to see.

So why was Dr. Collins so intent on impugning these three scientists? It’s hard

to know exactly, mostly because any scientist worth his salt should have been

happy to see further research being done. That is, after all, how ignorance is

replaced by knowledge. But Collins was clearly in no mood to replace his own

possible ignorance with any kind of knowledge. He was pretty sure he knew

all he had to know; and this is one of the most dangerous positions a scientist

can take.

In an email obtained by AIER through a Freedom of Information Act request,

Collins told Anthony Fauci (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/FirstCollinsEmail.pdf), CCing Lawrence Tabak,

Deputy Ethics Counselor at NIH, that he wanted “a quick and devastating
published take down (sic)” of the Great Barrington Declaration’s premises.
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One wonders why he would CC the Deputy Ethics Counselor on this, given

the trouble these people seem to have with ethics, but here they were in

October of 2020. Fauci wrote that same night to let Collins know that there was

already a devastating take down of the Great Barrington Declaration…in that

august scientific publication Wired. 

“Francis,” Fauci wrote, “I am pasting in below a piece from Wired that

debunks [the GBD] (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/FauciWiredArticle.pdf).” There, science reporter

Matt Reynolds told us there was no “scientific divide”

(https://www.wired.co.uk/article/great-barrington-declaration-herd-
immunity-scientific-divide) over herd immunity, but that’s not the funny part.

The funny part came when Reynolds declared quite confidently that we no

longer had anything to worry about, as lockdowns were – as of October 2020 –

a thing of the past.

“The problem [with the GBD] is that we aren’t in lockdown,” Reynolds

explained. “[I]t’s hard to find people who are advocating for a return to the

lockdown we saw in March. When the Great Barrington Declaration authors

declare their opposition to lockdowns, they are quite literally arguing with the

past.” 

This Fauci-endorsed passage may be one of the worst takes of the entire

pandemic. Less than a month later, lockdowns came roaring back with a

vengeance.

Fauci wrote to Collins (https://www.aier.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/FauciGonsalvesArticle.pdf) again the next day,

this time referencing a breathless op-ed

(https://www.thenation.com/article/society/covid-jacobin-herd-immunity/)

by Gregg Gonsalves, a public health professor at Yale, in The Nation. And here

we arrive at yet another funny part. Gonsalves’ article was not exactly a

critique of the Great Barrington Declaration. Instead, Gonsalves went after

Martin Kulldorff, who in an interview

(https://jacobinmag.com/2020/09/covid-19-pandemic-economy-us-

response-inequality) with the leftist magazine Jacobin quite reasonably pointed

out that the lockdowns hurt the poor more than most talking heads were
willing to admit. Gonsalves’s grievance was that by interviewing Kulldorff,

Jacobin had broken the lockdown “solidarity” of other far-left websites

including the Nation and the Boston Review.

By October 10, the lines were well drawn, and Fauci thrust himself into the
middle of the media hootenanny that was clearly emerging. Collins emailed

again (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/collinswhitehouse.pdf) to boast about calling the

three scientists “fringe” in the Washington Post

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/covid-herd-

immunity/2020/10/10/3910251c-0a60-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html),

although he told Fauci that their ongoing campaign to take down the GBD

“will not be appreciated in the W[hite] H[house].” The White House, Fauci

retorted, was “too busy with other things to worry about” the GBD. There was

an election to deal with, after all.

As the bedfellows became more strange, Gregg Gonsalves wrote directly to

Collins (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/gonsalvescollins.pdf), thanking him for his

undiplomatic approach. For his part, Gonsalves became ever more hostile and

profane, in his remarks on the GBD. “This f*****g Great Barrington Declaration
is like a bad rash that won’t go away,” Gonsalves tweeted

(https://twitter.com/gregggonsalves/status/1315767761398890496), shortly

before reaching out to Collins. A day earlier, the Yale professor also began

promoting unhinged conspiracy theories

(https://twitter.com/gregggonsalves/status/1314867770530594816) about the
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GBD and AIER that traced to the blog of a former 9/11 Truther movement

activist (https://www.aier.org/article/quacks-in-the-ivory-tower-how-

conspiracy-theorizing-took-over-lockdown-science/). 

Some of the emails between Collins and Fauci sent in response to AIER’s FOIA

request have been redacted (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/Redacted.pdf), but surrounding context makes it

pretty clear that they were looking for a way to impugn the GBD further if it

came up at the White House Covid Task Force meeting on October 16. That

morning, Fauci emailed Deborah Birx (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/FauciBirx.pdf), the White House Coronavirus
Response Coordinator. He pressed the need for her to oppose the GBD, and

set the stage for an attack on Scott Atlas, who was the most friendly champion

of the GBD on the Task Force.

Fauci, it turns out, had to miss the October 16 task force meeting, though he
likely breathed a sigh of relief when Collins emailed him

(https://www.aier.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FauciBirx.pdf) two

days later. “Atlas did not take part in the [task force] meeting on Friday,”

Collins wrote, “and the Great Barrington Declaration did not come up.”

Another partially-redacted email hints that Fauci celebrated this outcome.

Atlas’s opposition to the lockdown faction on the task force “is driving Deb

[Birx] crazy,” he continued.

Fauci and Collins were not done, though, in their campaign to “take down”

the GBD scientists.

Our story picks up again in earnest on November 2, when Fauci’s chief of staff

Greg Folkers replied to an email (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/FauciFolkers.pdf) that was not made public in

pursuance to AIER’s FOIA request. It seems pretty clear, though, that Fauci

asked Folkers for a list of sources that would allow him to argue effectively

against the GBD. The email’s subject line references a previous

correspondence from Fauci “as discussed,” noting that Folkers had

“highlighted the three i found most useful” (sic).

Multiple sources, and particularly Scott Atlas’s recently-published account

(https://www.amazon.com/Plague-Upon-Our-House-

Destroying/dp/163758220X) of his time on the task force, have noted that

Fauci often relies on aides to curate lists of sources in advance of his many

media appearances. He seldom reads the scientific literature on Covid-19

himself, and instead arrives at meetings with staff-prepared talking points. It
appears that Folker’s email was an answer to one such request for talking

points to attack the GBD scientists.

Note that Fauci frequently portrays himself

(https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/15/covid-fauci-decries-threats-based-on-

coronavirus-guidance.html) as a staunch defender of science who stays above
the political divide and remains outside of partisan debates. In light of that,

you might expect that Folker’s response to Fauci’s request would yield a small

sample of scientific analysis on the logic behind lockdowns, even if only in a

format bullet pointed by his staff. But you’d be wrong. Folkers sent Fauci a list

of seven political op-eds (https://www.aier.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/FauciFolkers.pdf) and articles opposing the GBD

from popular media outlets.

So yeah. Science.
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